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NEW “TRAIL TO FREEDOM” TO BE UNVEILED 
ALONG WITH FIRST WAYSIDE EXHIBITS 

Stafford, VA – The Fredericksburg-Stafford-Spotsylvania Sesquicentennial Committee is pleased to present a new heritage tourism trail titled the “Trail to Freedom”.  A public unveiling ceremony will be held on Saturday, June 19, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. at the Historic Port of Falmouth Park, in Stafford, Virginia.  At this ceremony, the first wayside exhibits at “The Crossing” will be dedicated.  Speakers include Dr. James Bryant, II of Shenandoah University and
U. S. Congressman Robert J. Wittman.  
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Between April and September 1862, during the Union occupation of Stafford and Fredericksburg, as many as 10,000 slaves saw an opportunity to escape bondage in pursuit of a life of freedom.  The “Trail to Freedom” retraces the routes of those freedom-seekers and their movements by foot, wagon, rail, and steamboat.  These first wayside exhibits will include two interpretive panels, one on each bank of the Rappahannock River, marking nearly the exact spot where one Fredericksburg slave, John Washington, took his first step to freedom.  

Initiated by the local Sesquicentennial Committee, the “Trail to Freedom” is a cooperative heritage tourism effort being funded in part by The Fredericksburg & Spotsylvania National Military Park, The City of Fredericksburg, and the County of Stafford.  This exhibit is also made possible by a grant from the Virginia Sesquicentennial Commission and the Virginia Tourism Corporation.  

“Amidst the on-going Sesquicentennial observance of the Civil War, our region wanted to emphasize a part of history that has seldom been interpreted – the slave experience,” said Sara Poore, Chairperson of The Crossing Committee and Director of Education and Public Programs at the Fredericksburg Area Museum & Cultural Center.  “And because this part of American history is not well documented, we believe that as the trail expands, the story will continue to grow not by our signs, but by the connections that people will make with their ancestors’ journeys through this area.”  

For more information about the Trail to Freedom and the dedication ceremony, please contact Stafford County Tourism Manager, Ms. M.C. Moncure at (540) 658-8681.  Details about the trail will be unveiled on the new website on June 19 at www.TrailToFreedom.com. 
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